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ture than we have known, just as we did from
our parents. For more than two centuries, that
has been the promise of the American dream.
Tonight, because of the bold action taken by
courageous men and women in the House and
the Senate, that dream will not be deferred but
rather be fulfilled.

I am profoundly grateful tonight for the op-
portunity to stand here not simply as President

but as an American citizen seeing our Nation
once again roll up our sleeves together, tackle
our problems, and march to tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 p.m. at the
North Portico at the White House.

Statement on Meeting With Mario Chanes de Armas
August 6, 1993

I am honored to welcome to this house and
to this country one of the heroes of our time.
Mario Chanes de Armas was freed from prison
in Cuba after having spent three decades as
a political prisoner of the Castro regime. He
is a living testimony to the unbending will to
strive for liberty and dignity.

He sacrificed the best years of his life to
the ideal that he and his fellow citizens will
be free. The full might of dictatorship was
brought to bear against him. Yet, it could not
break his spirit. It is men and women like him

who have built our land into a beacon of free-
dom and hope for the oppressed peoples of
the world.

Our meeting today is a symbol to those brave
Cubans who remain in prison on political
charges or who struggle daily, risking their lives,
for the twin causes of human rights and democ-
racy. Our message to these courageous people
is simple: The United States will not rest until
all of the peoples of this hemisphere enjoy the
fruits of freedom and democracy.

The President’s Radio Address
August 7, 1993

It’s a bright, sunny day in Washington in more
ways than one. The political fog that has sur-
rounded this town for so long is at long last
lifting. For months we’ve all been working for
this day, a day when we can say to the American
people that our Government is getting on with
the business of creating jobs, expanding the
economy, and doing better by all the American
people.

Members of the House and the Senate
showed our Nation how Government for the
people can actually work for the people. They
took the courageous step of breaking gridlock,
passing my economic plan, and putting our Na-
tion on the road to long-term growth.

This plan plants us firmly on the path to
getting so many good things done for our peo-
ple. For the first time in a long time, we’ll
be making a meaningful downpayment on the

massive Federal deficit, and as we reduce that
deficit by nearly $500 billion over 5 years, with
more spending cuts than tax increases, we’ll be
strengthening the foundation for our future at
home and our position in the world economy.

For the first time in a dozen years the weight
of the tax burden will be shifted so that it is
borne more fairly. Middle class working families
will pay about a dime a day to bring the deficit
down in the form of a 4.3-cent gasoline tax—
no hidden taxes, no games, no gimmicks.

But 80 percent of the new revenues will come
from those who can best afford to pay, with
family incomes over $200,000 a year. Those peo-
ple got over half the economic gains, over half
the economic gains of the 1980’s and big tax
breaks besides. We don’t want to punish success.
We want to reward it. But in order for all Amer-
icans to have a chance to succeed, we have
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